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In 2017 I wrote an opinion piece about
Donald Trump’s surprise historic victory
coinciding with Stamford’s own historic
moment with the move of the oldest
Stamford structure the Hoyt Barnum
House from Bedford Street — where it
had stood for over three centuries — to its
North Stamford location. That piece was
a stretch of the imagination mixed with a
fair amount of tongue-in-cheek word-
smithing. 

In the nearly four-year followup to that
metaphorical stretch, I can all but say
that the 2020 election is tragically coincid-
ing with the nation’s struggle to breathe
in a cloud of a global pandemic and an
economic depression (it’s “huge”). Stam-
ford and many Connecticut cities and
towns managed this health crisis with
considerable success given its hot spot
status among states during the first quar-
ter of the virus circulating. But nothing
can blunt the tragedy of 4,460 lost lives in
our state.

With the election a few months away, it
was the funeral for civil rights hero John
Lewis that brought to mind the 2000
presidential election and what we may
face in November. It was a beautifully
orchestrated goodbye to Congressman
Lewis with three former presidents deliv-
ering sterling eulogies. Former President
George W. Bush gave a farewell laced
with W’s brand of humor, grace and
decency — not overly stirring but a nos-
talgic reminder of the vestiges of what
was once the Republican Party of fair
values, open discussion and non partisan
bonhomie. President Bush’s appearance
nonetheless triggered the memory of his
contested 2000 election win, a rancorous
time when the Supreme Court had the
final say in the legal case Bush v. Gore
involving disputed ballots in Florida, with
the justices ultimately handing the elec-
tion to Bush.

That very scenario is playing out along
some familiar lines with streams of omi-

nous Trump tweets focused on delaying
the election, unfair mail-in voting practic-
es, fraudulent possibilities, and warnings
to suburban residents about looming low
income housing developments. Trump’s
litany of complaints amid a sea of dismal,
languishing poll numbers is directed per
usual at his unwavering supporters.
These twitter flashes sound less like a
faint dog whistle aboard his Trump train,
but more a thunderous call to mobilize
forces, in what could be an ugly after-
math if he should lose. 

For Donald Trump nothing is beyond
the bounds of desperation to win a sec-
ond term, despite the shameful badge of
impeachment he owns. This man is on a
frantic ride to continue a reign of corrup-
tion, deception and governing ineptitude.

By all appearances — in between fits of
anger, rage and nastiness — Trump looks
beat. The tough guy image has melted
down to an embittered, exhausted, des-
perate man. It begs the question as to
why not resign or declare oneself a one-
term president, hand the election over to
Mike Pence and escape to the Mar-a-Lago
homestead to enjoy a life of leisure, luxu-
ry and wealth (“so much winning big
league”). But a resignation would amount
to an admission that a panacea to this
crippling pandemic, the hundreds of
thousands of lost lives, and the economic
and social collapse of normal American
life, is well beyond his capability. Donald
Trump will never admit defeat or take
responsibility.

And yet stepping aside would be the
best thing he could do for this country.
This act — one of humility and near com-
passion — is beyond the scope of this
man’s character.

Above all else, Trump knows sitting in
the Oval Office shelters him from crimi-
nal prosecution. And each day that pass-
es is another day that draws him closer to
a sweeping loss at the ballot box; and
closer to the piles of lawsuits that will be

filed against him. His day of reckoning is
fast approaching with the unraveling of
years of bank and insurance fraud, tax
evasion and criminal money laundering,
as a result of the investigation into the
Stormy Daniel’s payments tenaciously
pursued by the Manhattan District At-
torney’s office. 

With the prospect of a looming election
loss and possible indictment down the
road, he is pulling out some desperate
Trump brand goodies. Fundraising ven-
tures, from hocking Trump labeled and
signed souvenirs to flag flying boat pa-
rades for wealthy donor participants —
even after he loses the election — will
continue unabated to pay for crippling
legal costs in impending suits. Plans in
the works to launch a conservative cable
channel are also in play with start up
costs borne by Trump mega donors.

But currently the ugliest, protracted
drama we may witness is Trump’s legal
team gearing up to dispute the mail-in
vote count — something that could drag
on for months pushing us full circle back
to that 2000 election. Ultimately an elec-
tion determination could fall into the
hands of the nine Supreme Court Justic-
es; with the four liberal and four conser-
vative sides aligned in two distinct camps,
leaving Chief Justice John Roberts to have
the final say. 

There is some comfort in the Chief
Justice’s rulings of late, along with his
public statements that have pushed back
against Trump, and bolstered his position
as fair-minded, nonpartisan jurist, stand-
ing at the center of these opposing camps.

Nonetheless with Trump’s scare tactics
at play, a dangerous pandemic ensnaring
our lives, along with a devastating eco-
nomic downturn, one has to wonder how
a frighteningly dark chapter of our politi-
cal history will draw its last breaths. 

Lynn Villency Cohen is a frequent
contributor.

LYNN VILLENCY COHEN

Last gasps of a dark American chapter? 

I
n this week when the spotlight is at its
brightest on the national GOP, some Connect-
icut Republicans are hiding in dark corners. 

State Republican Party Chairman J.R. Ro-
mano’s strategy in response to the arrest of

his choice for the Second District Congressional
seat has followed his boilerplate script: Ignore the
problem and it will go away. 

Romano may be right in reading that the muted
calls for his resignation do not seem to be gaining
traction, but he’s wrong about the collateral damage
to his party. 

On the eve of the primaries two weeks ago,
Thomas Gilmer was arrested by Wethersfield police
on felony charges of first-degree unlawful restraint
and second-degree strangulation. The charges
stemmed from a 2017 incident in which Gilmer was
reportedly caught on tape punching a woman as she
lay on the ground and put her in a choke hold, ac-
cording to police. 

Hours after the arrest, the contest between Gil-
mer and his political rival, Justin Anderson, was
close enough to mandate a recount. 

The recount will put Anderson on the ballot
against Democratic incumbent Joe Courtney, but
that only settles one matter of this fiasco. 

Anderson took the video to Romano and party
Vice Chair Sue Hatfield in the spring. Both declined
to view it. 

There are a lot of theories within the party about
what they should have done.
Most fail to consider the victim. 

The proper response should
have been to contact police. 

Anderson, a lieutenant colo-
nel in the Connecticut National
Guard, did that — two months
later. 

Romano says he encouraged
Anderson to contact authorities,
but in the meantime promoted
Gilmer’s candidacy. 

Hatfield’s inaction is perhaps most disquieting, as
she is a state prosecutor and was the party’s 2018
nominee for attorney general. 

There have been some calls for Romano to resign,
notably from Themis Klarides, the top Republican
in the state House of Representatives and a possible
contender for the governor’s seat in two years. 

This week, the Republican Town Committee in
Stonington approved a resolution that asks Romano
to step down.

The loudest outcry, though, came from Darien
Republican First Selectman Jayme Stevenson. 

“CTGOP leadership turned their back on all
women ... on my daughters, on my friends and my

sisters across Connecticut,” Ste-
venson wrote in a statement: “I
say NO MORE! It’s time we dis-
mantle and rebuild the Connecti-
cut Republican Party into an
organization that truly values
women and is not complicit in
putting political interests above
the safety of victims.”

It is a tone of outrage the in-
cident merits. Romano won’t

resign, and the GOP State Committee seems
trapped in a state of inertia on how to respond. 

Connecticut deserves two viable political parties
to attract and inspire better candidates on both
sides of the aisle. 

The party knowingly backed a tainted candidate
for months, averting its gaze from alleged abuse for
the sake of political gain. This is more than a lack of
leadership. The viability of the Connecticut Repub-
lican Party rests in acting on Stevenson’s clarion
call.

EDITORIAL

State GOP’s erosion is a loss for everyone

Romano may be right in
reading that the muted calls for
his resignation do not seem to

be gaining traction, but he’s
wrong about the collateral

damage to his party. 

To keep Stamford seniors safe at home
over the last several months, SilverSource
has been delivering groceries to the door-
steps of more than 300 older residents each
week, enough to make more than 135,000

meals. This Hercu-
lean task could not
have been achieved
without the invalu-
able cooperation
and collaboration
of a number of
true community
partners.

SilverSource has
been proud and
grateful to work
with Ellen Bromley
and the City of

Stamford Social Services Department; Matt
Quinones and the Stamford Board of Repre-
sentatives; Marie Allen and the Southwest
Connecticut Agency on Aging; Chris Crain
and the Stamford Senior Center; Bridget
Fox, Lauren Scopaz-Daunais, Cara Mitchell
and the United Way of Western Connecticut;
and Joe Kelly and the Stamford Marriott
Hotel, all of whom have provided significant
support for our efforts to get essential food
to the most vulnerable population in this
crisis — older residents.

On behalf of all at SilverSource, I would
like to extend our heartfelt thanks to these
amazing community partners who stepped
up to provide what was needed to get the
job done, including much-needed space for
this substantial and complex operation.
Without their support, we would not have
been able to physically accommodate the
complicated process involving large deliver-
ies, storage, refrigeration, sorting, packing
and distribution.

At the peak of the crisis, it was truly
comforting to know that our community
was ready and willing to deliver on whatev-
er was needed to ensure our older neighbors
were safe.

The beauty and power of public/private
partnership and cooperation across sectors
is to be lauded and celebrated. Profound
thanks to all our partners in this venture.
We simply couldn’t have done it without
you.

My deepest appreciation also goes to our
staff and team of 80 volunteers, who helped
make these deliveries each week, as well as
to all those generous donors who supported
us to make this program possible.

With the curve flattening in Fairfield
County and things opening up, this service
will now be scaled back. However, we will
continue to distribute food to those whose
physical disabilities or health concerns make
them unable to go out. In this way we deliv-
er on our mission to provide a safety net to
seniors in need.

Kathleen Bordelon is chief executive officer of
SilverSource.
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his resignation do not seem to

be gaining traction, but he’s
wrong about the collateral

damage to his party. 

To keep Stamford seniors safe at home
over the last several months, SilverSource
has been delivering groceries to the door-
steps of more than 300 older residents each
week, enough to make more than 135,000

meals. This Hercu-
lean task could not
have been achieved
without the invalu-
able cooperation
and collaboration
of a number of
true community
partners.

SilverSource has
been proud and
grateful to work
with Ellen Bromley
and the City of

Stamford Social Services Department; Matt
Quinones and the Stamford Board of Repre-
sentatives; Marie Allen and the Southwest
Connecticut Agency on Aging; Chris Crain
and the Stamford Senior Center; Bridget
Fox, Lauren Scopaz-Daunais, Cara Mitchell
and the United Way of Western Connecticut;
and Joe Kelly and the Stamford Marriott
Hotel, all of whom have provided significant
support for our efforts to get essential food
to the most vulnerable population in this
crisis — older residents.

On behalf of all at SilverSource, I would
like to extend our heartfelt thanks to these
amazing community partners who stepped
up to provide what was needed to get the
job done, including much-needed space for
this substantial and complex operation.
Without their support, we would not have
been able to physically accommodate the
complicated process involving large deliver-
ies, storage, refrigeration, sorting, packing
and distribution.

At the peak of the crisis, it was truly
comforting to know that our community
was ready and willing to deliver on whatev-
er was needed to ensure our older neighbors
were safe.

The beauty and power of public/private
partnership and cooperation across sectors
is to be lauded and celebrated. Profound
thanks to all our partners in this venture.
We simply couldn’t have done it without
you.

My deepest appreciation also goes to our
staff and team of 80 volunteers, who helped
make these deliveries each week, as well as
to all those generous donors who supported
us to make this program possible.

With the curve flattening in Fairfield
County and things opening up, this service
will now be scaled back. However, we will
continue to distribute food to those whose
physical disabilities or health concerns make
them unable to go out. In this way we deliv-
er on our mission to provide a safety net to
seniors in need.

Kathleen Bordelon is chief executive officer of
SilverSource.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Collaboration
feeds seniors
during crisis

TOWN
About my

Opinion
A11 | Stamford Advocate | Wednesday, August 26, 2020

Mike DeLuca President and Group Publisher

Wendy Metcalfe VP Content & Editor in Chief

John Breunig Editorial Page Editor

HAVE YOUR SAY
Letters may be e-mailed to us at:
editorials@scni.com.

In 2017 I wrote an opinion piece about
Donald Trump’s surprise historic victory
coinciding with Stamford’s own historic
moment with the move of the oldest
Stamford structure the Hoyt Barnum
House from Bedford Street — where it
had stood for over three centuries — to its
North Stamford location. That piece was
a stretch of the imagination mixed with a
fair amount of tongue-in-cheek word-
smithing. 

In the nearly four-year followup to that
metaphorical stretch, I can all but say
that the 2020 election is tragically coincid-
ing with the nation’s struggle to breathe
in a cloud of a global pandemic and an
economic depression (it’s “huge”). Stam-
ford and many Connecticut cities and
towns managed this health crisis with
considerable success given its hot spot
status among states during the first quar-
ter of the virus circulating. But nothing
can blunt the tragedy of 4,460 lost lives in
our state.

With the election a few months away, it
was the funeral for civil rights hero John
Lewis that brought to mind the 2000
presidential election and what we may
face in November. It was a beautifully
orchestrated goodbye to Congressman
Lewis with three former presidents deliv-
ering sterling eulogies. Former President
George W. Bush gave a farewell laced
with W’s brand of humor, grace and
decency — not overly stirring but a nos-
talgic reminder of the vestiges of what
was once the Republican Party of fair
values, open discussion and non partisan
bonhomie. President Bush’s appearance
nonetheless triggered the memory of his
contested 2000 election win, a rancorous
time when the Supreme Court had the
final say in the legal case Bush v. Gore
involving disputed ballots in Florida, with
the justices ultimately handing the elec-
tion to Bush.

That very scenario is playing out along
some familiar lines with streams of omi-

nous Trump tweets focused on delaying
the election, unfair mail-in voting practic-
es, fraudulent possibilities, and warnings
to suburban residents about looming low
income housing developments. Trump’s
litany of complaints amid a sea of dismal,
languishing poll numbers is directed per
usual at his unwavering supporters.
These twitter flashes sound less like a
faint dog whistle aboard his Trump train,
but more a thunderous call to mobilize
forces, in what could be an ugly after-
math if he should lose. 

For Donald Trump nothing is beyond
the bounds of desperation to win a sec-
ond term, despite the shameful badge of
impeachment he owns. This man is on a
frantic ride to continue a reign of corrup-
tion, deception and governing ineptitude.

By all appearances — in between fits of
anger, rage and nastiness — Trump looks
beat. The tough guy image has melted
down to an embittered, exhausted, des-
perate man. It begs the question as to
why not resign or declare oneself a one-
term president, hand the election over to
Mike Pence and escape to the Mar-a-Lago
homestead to enjoy a life of leisure, luxu-
ry and wealth (“so much winning big
league”). But a resignation would amount
to an admission that a panacea to this
crippling pandemic, the hundreds of
thousands of lost lives, and the economic
and social collapse of normal American
life, is well beyond his capability. Donald
Trump will never admit defeat or take
responsibility.

And yet stepping aside would be the
best thing he could do for this country.
This act — one of humility and near com-
passion — is beyond the scope of this
man’s character.

Above all else, Trump knows sitting in
the Oval Office shelters him from crimi-
nal prosecution. And each day that pass-
es is another day that draws him closer to
a sweeping loss at the ballot box; and
closer to the piles of lawsuits that will be

filed against him. His day of reckoning is
fast approaching with the unraveling of
years of bank and insurance fraud, tax
evasion and criminal money laundering,
as a result of the investigation into the
Stormy Daniel’s payments tenaciously
pursued by the Manhattan District At-
torney’s office. 

With the prospect of a looming election
loss and possible indictment down the
road, he is pulling out some desperate
Trump brand goodies. Fundraising ven-
tures, from hocking Trump labeled and
signed souvenirs to flag flying boat pa-
rades for wealthy donor participants —
even after he loses the election — will
continue unabated to pay for crippling
legal costs in impending suits. Plans in
the works to launch a conservative cable
channel are also in play with start up
costs borne by Trump mega donors.

But currently the ugliest, protracted
drama we may witness is Trump’s legal
team gearing up to dispute the mail-in
vote count — something that could drag
on for months pushing us full circle back
to that 2000 election. Ultimately an elec-
tion determination could fall into the
hands of the nine Supreme Court Justic-
es; with the four liberal and four conser-
vative sides aligned in two distinct camps,
leaving Chief Justice John Roberts to have
the final say. 

There is some comfort in the Chief
Justice’s rulings of late, along with his
public statements that have pushed back
against Trump, and bolstered his position
as fair-minded, nonpartisan jurist, stand-
ing at the center of these opposing camps.

Nonetheless with Trump’s scare tactics
at play, a dangerous pandemic ensnaring
our lives, along with a devastating eco-
nomic downturn, one has to wonder how
a frighteningly dark chapter of our politi-
cal history will draw its last breaths. 

Lynn Villency Cohen is a frequent
contributor.

LYNN VILLENCY COHEN

Last gasps of a dark American chapter? 

I
n this week when the spotlight is at its
brightest on the national GOP, some Connect-
icut Republicans are hiding in dark corners. 

State Republican Party Chairman J.R. Ro-
mano’s strategy in response to the arrest of

his choice for the Second District Congressional
seat has followed his boilerplate script: Ignore the
problem and it will go away. 

Romano may be right in reading that the muted
calls for his resignation do not seem to be gaining
traction, but he’s wrong about the collateral damage
to his party. 

On the eve of the primaries two weeks ago,
Thomas Gilmer was arrested by Wethersfield police
on felony charges of first-degree unlawful restraint
and second-degree strangulation. The charges
stemmed from a 2017 incident in which Gilmer was
reportedly caught on tape punching a woman as she
lay on the ground and put her in a choke hold, ac-
cording to police. 

Hours after the arrest, the contest between Gil-
mer and his political rival, Justin Anderson, was
close enough to mandate a recount. 

The recount will put Anderson on the ballot
against Democratic incumbent Joe Courtney, but
that only settles one matter of this fiasco. 

Anderson took the video to Romano and party
Vice Chair Sue Hatfield in the spring. Both declined
to view it. 

There are a lot of theories within the party about
what they should have done.
Most fail to consider the victim. 

The proper response should
have been to contact police. 

Anderson, a lieutenant colo-
nel in the Connecticut National
Guard, did that — two months
later. 

Romano says he encouraged
Anderson to contact authorities,
but in the meantime promoted
Gilmer’s candidacy. 

Hatfield’s inaction is perhaps most disquieting, as
she is a state prosecutor and was the party’s 2018
nominee for attorney general. 

There have been some calls for Romano to resign,
notably from Themis Klarides, the top Republican
in the state House of Representatives and a possible
contender for the governor’s seat in two years. 

This week, the Republican Town Committee in
Stonington approved a resolution that asks Romano
to step down.

The loudest outcry, though, came from Darien
Republican First Selectman Jayme Stevenson. 

“CTGOP leadership turned their back on all
women ... on my daughters, on my friends and my

sisters across Connecticut,” Ste-
venson wrote in a statement: “I
say NO MORE! It’s time we dis-
mantle and rebuild the Connecti-
cut Republican Party into an
organization that truly values
women and is not complicit in
putting political interests above
the safety of victims.”

It is a tone of outrage the in-
cident merits. Romano won’t

resign, and the GOP State Committee seems
trapped in a state of inertia on how to respond. 
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